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12 February 2018

Mr Tomoya Kanetake

Assistant Director, Plant Protection Division,

Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau,

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan

Dear Mr Kanetake,

Re: Brown Marmorated Stink Bug interceptions on vessels from Japan

The New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) would like to inform you of recent developments relating to
interceptions of Halyomorpha halys (Brown Marmorated Stink Bug - BMSB) on vessels camying vehicles and
machinery from Japan. As you will be aware BMSB is a pest of concem to New Zealand due to the threat it poses to
our horticultural industries.

During the current BMSB aggregation season spanning from 1 September 2017 to 31 April 2018, the number of
BMSB interceptions on vessels from Japan has increased to numbers not seen previously. To date, twelve
interceptions have been recorded as originating from Japan. Nine of these interceptions have been made on vessels
carrying vehicles and machinery; seven of which involved aggregations of more than ten BMSB. There have also
been detections of Erthesina fullo, the yellow spotted stink bug on these vessels.

The majority of vehicles and machinery that are transported on vessels from Japan are used vehicles that have been
processed by an MPI-approved vehicle system. These systems have been approved by MPI to use equivalent
measures to meet the requirements of MPI's Vehicle, Machinery and Tyres Import Health Standard by being clean
and free of contamination on arrival. All other new and used vehicles and machinery must meet the requirements of
MPI’s Vehicle, Machinery and Tyres Import Health Standard by being clean and free of contamination on arrival,

Due to recent interceptions, MPI now has serious concerns over this pathway. While the source of BMSB
contamination is likely to be associated with the vehicles on board, it may be linked to residual populations from
previous vessel voyages which have carmied untreated cargo from BMSB countries to Japan before sailing to New
Zealand. We have investigated the interceptions, and due to vessel checks carried out before the vessel left Japan
and the occurrence of bugs inside vehicles and machinery, we believe the BMSB originated from Japan. We are
investigating all BMSB interceptions on contaminated vessels to establish the possible cause of contamination.

To monitor the BMSB situation on vessels carrying vehicles and machinery from Japan, increased surveillance will
occur until the end of the BMSB season. The surveillance activity carried out on arrival will be determined by past
vessel compliance, intefligence information around the cargo on board and the ports in which the cargo was loaded.
If BMSB is found on vessels, additional measures will be put in place and may involve vessel fogging with a residual
insecticide with all cargo on board; or the vessel will not be permitted to unload cargo in New Zealand. With every
BMSB detection made, the likelihood will increase that MPI will need to consider urgent regulatory changes to both
the Japanese vessel pathway and/or the vehicles, machinery and equipment pathway
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Subsequent directions have been issued by MPI to the vessels below due to live BMSB being intercepted:

e Courageous Ace arrived in Auckland on 5 February. Around 50 live and dead BMSB were detected and
insecticide fogging of the vessel was carried out. Further BMSB were found after the fogging took place
which would indicate that BMSB were likely to have been alive in the vehicles and machinery prior to the
initial on-board inspection.

o The Tokyo Car arrived in Auckland on 11 February. Over 100 live and dead BMSB were detected along with
many other types on stink bugs and regulated pests. After fogging took place, more BMSB were found. Due
to the high number and variety of pests detected, and the difficulty of fogging large vessels successfully, the
vessel was directed fo leave port without offloading the on-board cargo. . .

MPI would like to request MAFF PPD assistance in increasing awareness of BMSB in the Japanese shipping

industry. For instance, MPI would welcome the Japanese shipping industry being encouraged to use on-board light
traps and to check vessels for signs of BMSB and other live organisms prior to leaving for New Zealand. MP! would
also like the opportunity to work with MAFF PPD to discuss ways in which the risk of BMSB can be managed before

arrival in New Zealand.

MP! will keep MAFF PPD informed of any developments including future requirement changes that will affect vessels
from Japan or specific cargo exported from Japan. MPI remains committed to maintaining a close relationship with
the MAFF PPD and vessels operators and exporters in Japan. If you need any additional information after
consideration of this information please feel free to contact MPI through the New Zealand Embassy.

Yours sincerely

Dr Stephen Butcher
Acting Director, Plant, Food and Environment

CC: Tim Knox, Director Market Access;
Dr Carolyn Guy Counsellor (Primary Industries), New Zealand Embassy, Tokyo

Plants, Food and Environment Directorate

Growing and Protecting New Zealand Pastoral House, 25 The Teace, Wellington 6140, New Zealand
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